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Israel and the Future of American Jewry

Rabbi Irving Greenberg

he creation of the modern state of Israel is arguably
one of the five most important events in Jewish histo-
ry. Yet, at this very moment the opportunity to translate
this accomplishment into renewed life and vitality for
Jewry is being piddled away in a failure of imagination
and leadership.
Only the original Exodus from Egypt, which created

From the Editor

ISRAEL. For centuries it has been the
object of the prayers. hopes and
dreams of the Jewish people. Yet for
the last fifty years it’s been a political
reality, a modern nation state that the
majority of today’s Jews have been
able to take as a given in their lives.
Some Jewish thinkers now argue that
: we live in a post-Zionist age, an era

in which Dlaspora Jews should turn inward (through
religious education and spiritual development) and not
look to the Jewish State as the foundation of our iden-
tities or the concretization of our yearnings and ideals.
Others claim that Israel must remain central to the
Jewish people and the Jewish consciousness, both as a
national/cultural entity and as a catalyst for spiritual
revitalization.

With Contact, we intend to reach — and hear from —
a wide range of activists in the American Jewish communi-
ty: rabbis, educators, lay leaders. professionals, and leading
philanthropists. In this issue, Rabbi Yitz Greenberg
challenges those who minimize the miraculousness of
Israel’s presence and underestimate its power to trans-
form our lives, while Michael Steinhardt presents his
vision of making an Israel experience the birthright
for all of world Jewry, laying down a challenge of his
own to Jewish philanthropists and leaders about the
possibility of bringing such an ambitious project into
being.

Rabbi Niles E. Goldstein

the people, and the Sinai Revelation, which shaped the
message and the mission, can be compared to contem-
porary Israel’s rebirth as positive events of central sig-
nificance to Jews and to the world. (The Shoah and the
destruction of the Second Temple are negative events of
comparable impact.) Out of covenantal wisdom, the
Exodus and Sinai were placed at the heart of the reli-
gion. God, Torah, covenant, family-centered sacrifices,
ethical principles such as justice, human dignity, con-
cern for the weak, etc. were all derived from Exodus or
validated by Sinai. In good times and bad,
Exodus/Sinai were lived and relived in the Jewish way
of life.
Shavuot, Sukkot, prayer, Kashrut — gave Jewry the
strength to survive setback (and to not be seduced by

success). In turn, these ideas reshaped world civiliza-
tion, both directly and through other religions.

Has Israel become as central to our lives? On the
contrary, at this moment of great anxiety for the viabili-
ty of Jewry, Israel is increasingly treated not as an
incredible resource but as a foreign country. Yielding to
the absence of the crises which brought world Jewry
together in the 60’s and 70’s, Diaspora leadership is
allowing a process of separation from Isracl to operate

(continued on page 3)

distributed by CHAverlm kol yisrael/Jewish Life Network, a Judy and Michael Steinhardt Foundation







